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Oskar  Fried’s  “Das  T runk’ne  Lied,”  for  soli,  mixed 
chorus  and  Orchestra,  was  also  performed  at  tliis  concert. 
Fried  has  taken  the  text  of  this  work  from  Nietzsche’s 
"Also  Sprach  Zarathustra.”  This  was  its  first  performance 
in  these  concerts,  although  the  composition  has  been  heard 
here  before.  Fried  is  an  exceedingly  gifted  young  Com¬ 
poser.  He  has  ideas  in  abundance,  and  he  makes  clever 
use  of  them.  In  his  treatment  of  the  Orchestra  he  follows 
closely  in  the  footsteps  of  Wagner,  and  he  makes  great 
demands  upon  the  vocalists,  especially  the  chorus.  “Das 
Trunk’ne  Lied”  would  be  improved  by  occasional  and  judi- 
cious  use  of  the  pruning  knife,  yet  all  in  all  it  reveals  pro¬ 
ductive  talent  of  a  high  Order. 

The  Stern  Singing  Society  has  rnade  notable  progress 
since  Oskar  Fried  became  its  leader.  To  be  sure,  Fried 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  weeding  out  among  the  superan- 
nuated  members,  but  this  was  necessary.  As  a  conductor 
he  is  admirable.  The  soloists  of  the  evening  were  Fräu¬ 
lein  Bischoff,  soprano;  Fräulein  Kittel,  of  the  Vienna  Royal 
Opera,  alto;  Ernst  Heine,  tenor,  and  Paul  Knüpfer,  bass. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  solo  work  feil  to  the  lot  of  Knüp¬ 
fer,  who  sang  magnificently.  He  has  a  voice  of  great  power 
1  and  ränge,  and  he  is  a  consummate  vocal  artist. 


Oskar  Fried. 


The  Wagner  Verein  gave  its  third  concert  Friday  even¬ 
ing  in  the  Philharmonie.  Dr.  Karl  Muck  conducted.  The 
chief  number  of  the  program  was  a  novelty  for  soli.  chorus 
and  orchestra,  by  Oscar  Fried,  entitled  “Das  Trunkene 
Lied.”  The  text  is  taken  from  Friedrich  Nietzsche’s  “Also 
Sprach  Zarathustra.”  The  performance  of  the  work  lasted 
a  full  hour.  Beyond  a  doubt  we  have  to  do  with  an  ex- 
traordinary  talent  in  this  Oscar  Fried.  He  is  an  orchestral 
writer  of  high  attainments;  his  command  over  the  large 
orchestral  apparatus  is  worthy  of  admiration.  He  is  a 
modern  of  the  moderns,  and  goes  to  great  lengths  in  eom- 
plicated  contrapuntal  effects.  He  has  also  thematic  inven- 
tion,  offen  strikingly  characteristic.  He  can  be  lyric,  too, 
as  is  shown  in  the  alto  solo,  “Süsse  Leier.”  His  harmonic 
scheme  is  bold  and  offen  annoys  the  ear.  In  this  eccen- 
tricity  he  is  much  like  Gustav  Mahler.  Fried  goes  out  of 
his  way,  it  would  seem,  to  offend  good  taste,  good  judg- 
ment  and  good  sense,  and  appears  to  write  at  times  for 
the  mere  fun  of  making  a  noise  and  of  racking  people’s 
nerves.  In  short,  young  Fried  is  full  of  talent,  but  also 
too  full  of  storm  and  stress  at  present  to  make  him  wholly 
enjoyable.  He  is  a  composer  to  be  heard  from  significantly 
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Das  trankne  Lied 

aus  dem  Zarathustra  von  Friedrich  Nietzsche. 
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